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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/565,917 


Applicant(s) 
MIYOSHI ETAL 


Examiner / 

Richard M. Camby 


Art Unit 

3661 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. > 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
bM AH b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper NoiMail Date 20090818 



Application/Control Number: 10/565,917 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 
7-81604 in view of JP 1 1-144185 and JP 2001-76128. ( 

The JP reference '604 discloses a vehicle equipped with a automatic steering 
system that uses a CCD camera to capture points in time as images to convert them 
into coordinate values to indicate the location of the lanes of traffic as described in 
paragraphs 8, 12-14, 28 and 58. The JP '185 reference discloses an automatic steering 
system that calculates an immediate future route that the vehicle needs to travel to 
continue running safely in the lane without hitting any other vehicles. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the device of JP '604 with the safe running calculation of JP '185 in order to 
have less accidents. The JP ' 128 discloses representing a road from a zone that is not 
found on the road and filled with traffic obstacles by comprehending associated texture 
data. It uses a stereo camera for capturing 3D data. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
modified device of JP '604 with a 3D camera and zone detection as taught by JP '128 in 
order to have better resolution. 



Application/Control Number: 10/565,917 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3661 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard M. Camby whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6958. The examiner can normally be reached on Tues-Fri 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard M. Camby/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3661 
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Attorney Docket No.: OOCL-267 (2004OP518-1) 
Applicants: Takashi MIYOSHI, et al. 
Serial No.: 10/565,917 
Filing Date: January 25/ 2006 
; Title: SAFE MOVEMENT SUPPORT APPARATUS 
Examiner: Not yet assigned 
Group Art Unit: 3661 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
: Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Information Disclosure Statement Transmittal 

The applicants respectfully request that the references 
listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A be considered in the 
examination of the above-identified application. A copy of each 
of these references is enclosed. An English language 
translation of each non-English language reference is also 
enclosed. 

The applicants reserve the right to establish that any of 
the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A are not prior 
art to the above-captioned application. 

Since a first Office Action on the merits has not yet been 
received, the applicants assume that this Information Disclosure 
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Statement should be considered under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(b)(3). 
Accordingly/ it is believed that no fee is due. 

If, however, an Office Action on the merits has been mailed 
before the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement, 
these references should be considered under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(c) (1) . 

Certification Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (e)(1) 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in 
the information disclosure statement submitted herewith was 
first cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

No fee is believed due. However, in the event that a fee 
is due in order to have the Information Disclosure Statement 
submitted herewith considered, the Patent Office is authorized 
to charge the fee to the deposit account of Straub & Pokotylo, 
deposit account number 50-1049. 



Respectfully submitted, 



April 18, 2007 
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Bldg. B, 2 nd Floor 
Tinton Falls, NJ 07724-3260 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING under 37 C.F.R. 1,8 (a) 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
. deposited on April 18 . 2007 with the United States Postal 
; Service as first class mail, with sufficient postage, in "an 

envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
; 1450, Alexandria, J/A 22313-1450. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



torney Docket No.: OOCL-267 (2004OP518-1) 
Applicants: Takashi MIYOSHI et al. 
Serial No.: 10/565,917 
Filing Date: January 25 , 2006 
Title: SAFE MOVEMENT SUPPORT APPARATUS 
Examiner: Not yet assigned 
Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Information Disclosure Statement Transmittal 

The applicants respectfully request that the references 
listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A be considered in the 
examination of the above- identified application. A copy of each 
of these references, except for U.S. patents and patent 
application publications, is enclosed. (See the notice, 
" Information Disclosure Statements May Be Filed Without Copies 
of U.S. Patents and Published Applications in Patent 
Applications Filed After June 30, 2003," Pre-OG Notices 
(July 11, 2003) .) 

English language abstracts are provided for non-English 
language references JP-06-266828 , JP-07-065294 , JP-07-081604 , 
JP-08-221698, JP-10-283593, JP-2000-339596, JP-2001-109519 , 
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JP-2001-076128, JP-2001-273597, JP-2003 - 121543 and 
JP-2004-053278 . An English- language translation of paragraphs 

[0007] - [0014] , [0027] - [0029] and [0056] - [0063] of JP-07-081604 
is also provided. An English language translation of paragraphs 

[0002] - [0005] and [0020] - [0022] of JP-2001-076128 is also 
provided . 

Further, non-English language reference JP- 07 -065294 
(3153839) is discussed in the body of the specification starting 
at line 10 of page 1 . Non-English language reference 
JP-06-266828 (3324821) is discussed in the body of the 
specification starting at line 12 of page 2. Non-English 
language reference JP- 7 -192199 is discussed in the body of the 
specification starting at line 22 of page 2. Non-English 
language reference JP-08 -221698 (3212235) is discussed in the 
body of the specification starting at line 7 of page 4. 
Non-English language reference JP-10-283593 is discussed in the 
body of the specification starting at line 9 of page 5. 

Non-English language reference JP-11-144185 corresponds to 
U.S. Patent No. 6,169,940. Non-English language reference JP-7- 
192199 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,530,420. 

The applicants reserve the right to establish that any of 
the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A are not prior 
art to the above- captioned application. 

Since a first Office Action on the merits has not yet been 
received, the applicants assume that this Information Disclosure 
Statement should be considered under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(b) (3). 
Accordingly . it is believed that no fee is due. If, however, an 
Office Action on the merits has been mailed before the filing 
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date of this Information Disclosure Statement, the Office is 
authorized to charge any fee required to have the Information 
Disclosure Statement considered to the deposit account of Straub 
& Pokotylo, deposit account number 50-1049. 



Dated: April 26, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 

Johp C. Pokotylo, Attorney 
Reg. No. 36,242 
Customer No. 26479 
(732) 542-9070 



STRAUB & POKOTYLO 
620 Tint on Avenue 
Bldg. B, 2 nd Floor 
Tinton Falls, NJ 07724-3260 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited on April 26, 2006 with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail, with sufficient postage, in an 
envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria ^VA 22313-1450. 
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